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CPTED

• Pronounced (SEPTED)

• Crime Prevention Through Environmental • Crime Prevention Through Environmental 
Design 



CPTED (SEPTED) 

• History 
• CPTED definition
• Design and use of space
• Users of space• Users of space
• Approaches to security
• CPTED strategies
• CPTED concepts
• CPTED for schools



C.P.T.E.D. DEFINITION

PROPER DESIGN AND EFFECTIVE USE PROPER DESIGN AND EFFECTIVE USE 

OF THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT CAN LEADOF THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT CAN LEAD

TO A REDUCTION IN THE INCIDENCETO A REDUCTION IN THE INCIDENCE

AND FEAR OF CRIME AND AN AND FEAR OF CRIME AND AN 

IMPROVEMENT IN THE QUALITY OF LIFE   IMPROVEMENT IN THE QUALITY OF LIFE   



History 

• 1961-Jane Jacobs-The Death and Life of 
Great American Cities 

• 1971-Dr C Ray Jeffrey
• 1972-Oscar Newman’s-Defensible Space• 1972-Oscar Newman’s-Defensible Space
• 1980-Timothy Crowe-continued their work



Timothy Crowe

• Criminals usually commit crimes in "comfortable" 
environments. A criminal's comfort is heightened 
by isolation and concealment, where few 
witnesses exist and the chance of being 
identified is minimal. Criminals form 
perceptions about the environment perceptions about the environment 
surrounding a target, not the target itself. Any 
crime from a simple theft to the most heinous 
homicide will show that criminals are most 
fearful of being observed during the commission 
of the crime. Witnesses are the first step toward 
identification, arrest, prosecution and 
punishment for many criminals.



DESIGN AND USE OF SPACE

• Home 
• Park 
• School 
• Commercial building• Commercial building
• Police facility 
• Airport 
• Any space-even a vacant lot



USERS OF SPACE

• NORMAL

• ABNORMAL

• OBSERVERS 



Environmental Cues

• Do you feel

• Safe?• Safe?

• Unsafe?









Do I want to light up this 
alleyway?



Form           Vs      Function

School 

Emergency room 

Military Base

monument

Cemetery 

Church

Shopping Centre

House



CPTED Overlapping Strategies

• Access Control 

• Surveillance-formal and informal 

• Territorial Reinforcement/Maintenance   



APPROACHES TO SECURITY

• ORGANIZED

• MECHANICAL• MECHANICAL

• NATURAL 



Design Concepts 

Access control Surveillance 

(Assets P. I. P.)

Guards Locks Spatial definition Police patrol Lighting 
Windows

and/or
Design 

organised mechanical natural organised mechanical natural



Surveillance 

•Natural 

Primary CPTED Design 
Concepts

Access Control

•Natural  

Secondary CPTED Design 
Concepts

Access Control

•Organised
• Mechanical 

Surveillance

•Organised 
•Mechanical 



Courtyard Design-Mezzanine 



Safe and unsafe activities

• Vending machines
• Outside storage containers
• Outside garbage containers



Vending machine-location



Computer classroom



Computer Classroom-2nd floor 















Building 



Building 



Distance and isolation 

• Blind spots, alcoves 
• Areas of entrapment

• Overcome by improved communications• Overcome by improved communications
• Modern technology 
• Design efficiencies 
• Liabilities 



Territorial Reinforcement and
Maintenance  

• Opposite of the “Broken windows” theory

• CPTED-Territoriality reinforcement is 
created when you:created when you:

• Take pride
• Enhance ownership
• Invest sweat equity-school
• Use physical characteristics.



Territorial Reinforcement

• Fencing
• Signage
• Landscaping 
• Artwork can also reduce graffiti• Artwork can also reduce graffiti
• Good activity 



Fencing 



Signs 







How to dress up a Shopping Mall -
Niagara, NY



��

After.





Julian Beever



The Three D’s

• Designation

• Definition 

• Design 



Territorial Reinforcement







WHERE IS THE DOOR?



Area of concealment? 





Roof Access





Obstructed lighting



3-7 rule?



3-7 rule? OR 91-213 centimetres 



Moss Grove Park in Toronto



Behavioural Objectives





Colours

• Red-increases blood pressure-anger
• Pink-opposite of red
• Orange-assists  immune/digestive system
• Yellow-happy uplifting colour• Yellow-happy uplifting colour
• Green-comfort, relaxation, calmness
• Blue-relaxed and calmed, lowers Blood P.



University of Iowa's stadium 



Safety/Security for Schools Safety/Security for Schools 



Public school



South Side Driveway



South Side Driveway



In Front of Julliard P.S



Parents and students crossing the 
street



Parent and child crossing



Vehicle backing out on a bend 



Parent unloading child on road side 
of vehicle 



Buses have difficulty leaving the 
school driveway





Traffic congestion 



Parents and children on the 
road



Parents double park to drop off 
children



Parents double parking to drop off 
children



Children unloading onto the 
road



Parent stop with left wheels to 
curb



Double parking to drop off child



Security



Top 5 Security Issues-U.S.

1) Aggressive and violent behaviour
2) Drugs 
3) Weapons
4) Gangs 4) Gangs 
5) Stranger Danger-Abduction 



CPTED for Schools  

• Reduced vandalism
• Reduced bullying
• Reduced drug use
• Reduced hiding places for weapons• Reduced hiding places for weapons
• Reduced crime overall 



Cost-2005 to 2010
for Ontario 

• Arson - $14 Million
• Break & Enter - $300,000.00
• Theft - $175,000.00
• Vandalism - $700,000.00• Vandalism - $700,000.00

• Unreported 



Common areas for 
Arsons/Vandalism

• Lockers- home room if possible
• Portables- sprinkler system
• Roof- anti-climb paint
• Playground Equipment- vandal resistant• Playground Equipment- vandal resistant
• Washrooms- paint, ceiling and doors
• Classrooms/Office- lockable cabinets
• Sheds/Storage- vandal resistant and location
• Recycling Bins/Garbage- inside garage area



Common items stolen

• Electronics- design, door locks & cabinets
• Computers- design and physical lock
• Tools- locked cabinets 
• Cash- responsibility• Cash- responsibility
• Gift Certificates- responsibility
• Vehicles- design and responsibility 



Common items damaged
• Toilets- doors, lighting ceiling and design
• Toilet Paper Dispensers- vandal resistant
• Paper Towel Dispensers- vandal resistant
• Soap Dispensers- vandal resistant
• Windows/Skylights- anti-climb paint• Windows/Skylights- anti-climb paint
• Sprinkler systems- deny access to sprinkler 

room

• Vents/Drains- design

• Fire Extinguishers- location

•



School location-more vulnerable

• Molotov cocktail thrown at windows
• Firecrackers

• Security film• Security film
• External sprinkler system 
• Camera coverage 



Common areas for Theft

• Classrooms/Offices-locked
• Technical Design Classrooms-locked
• Computer Rooms-second floor and locked 

with physical lockswith physical locks
• Lockers/Cabinets/Sheds-
• Vehicles



Damage to Schools 



Cost per claim
and frequency





Front door design







York Region High School



Designating Smoking Area??









Washrooms



Portable Classrooms





New School Design???



Best position 



Classroom layout
Parking Facilities



Surveillance onto property



Cost of Vandalism 



Think Vandal resistant,
best resource is the Custodian 

Soap dispenser 





















Contact Information 

• Constable Morris Shaw #239

• E-mail address 239@yrp.ca

• Phone- 905-881-1221 Ext 6406 


